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however, was shocked at the lady's suspicions, and came
to hate a world so full of distrust and suspicion. In the
meantime he was put into prison on a charge of commit-
ting defalcation. The charge, however, was not proved, and
he was set free. Weary of life, he threw his implements
into a well and went abroad seeking peace of mind.
He sought refuge in prayer, performed many rituals,
but found no peace. He went to Gokula in the hope of
obtaining spiritual assistance from the goswami, the head
of the Vaishnava sect.
There, I accepted GokulnStha as my teacher; he passed a string through
my nose.1
He was feasted; he observed the festivities of the sect;
but his spirit rose in revolt.
He (the goswami) had, no doubt, become a guru. But with a stone round
his own neck, how can he keep himself afloat ? He did not know Hari at all;
he was merely posing as a teacher.2
At war with himself and the world, he went to Kasi,
where, hiding himself behind a wall, he heard the principles
of Vedantic philosophy expounded by a sanyasin. The philo-
sophy of Sankaracarya gave him the solace he needed.
Akha, now a complete believer in vairagya, non-attach-
ment, gave up his wealth. On his return journey to
Ahmedabad he went to see the goswami, his teacher. But
the poor beggar who now sought admittance to the palace
was not the rich Akha who had brought presents. He was
turned out. The goswami himself refused to recognise
him. The poet sang:
He who can bring you to Rama is the teacher. Others are like wolves;
they rob you of your wealth, but cannot save you from the sins which cause
rebirth.
He went home and studied the philosophic doctrines of
Sankara, and spent his life either in expounding them or
lashing the world's hypocrisy in caustic verse. Late in life
he was inspired to compose his works. He says, " I wept

